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Synopsis

Intelligent Design 101 brings together leading scholars and researchers from the fields of science
and intelligent design studies, such as Michael Behe and Phillip Johnson. Their detailed and
insightful essays form an introduction to intelligent design, from the basics of the theory, to its

history and growing place in science and education.
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Customer Reviews

The debate over whether or not our universe was designed with a purpose is one that centers not
around philosophical questions but over "competing scientific explanations of the data". That is the
central argument expounded by Phillip Johnson in Intelligent Design 101, a book that aims to bring
into sharp focus the central tenets of the intelligent design (ID) movement. Contrary to a popular
misconception, the modern day controversy over design in biology is not one that arose from some
push to force Judeo-Christian beliefs into the science classroom. It is instead one that extends back
thousands of years to the time of Plato and Xenophon in ancient Greece.Today the educational
literature defines all aspects of biology in purely naturalistic terms. What is more, evolution has
become the "monolithic fact" that we must all embrace. Even though there is incontrovertible
evidence that defies such a factual status, evolutionists have bent over backwards to make
naturalism fill in the glaring inconsistencies in the data. As a vociferous opponent of the
macro-evolutionary aspects of Darwinism, Johnson has attempted a "divide and conquer" approach
to break such a stronghold. By separating philosophical naturalists such as Richard Dawkins from

scientists with a sound objective outlook, Johnson’s much-publicized Wedge Strategy has sought to



prize neo-Darwinism away from its "pedestal of philosophical naturalism". Attacks on Johnson’s
initiative have focused on the religious backgrounds of its supporters rather than on the sound
scientific arguments that they put forward. Still, as Johnson remarks those who today maintain that
ID is all about religion ignore the counter claim that the theory of evolution is not exactly all about
science.
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